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A very positive start to 2021-22 
The first two days of the academic year have been superb. 

The children are settling in very quickly and getting to 
know their new Teaching Teams. We are also learning a 

new way of learning Phonics, Reading and Writing 
together too!  

 

New Shoes, New Term! 
 



Dear Parents and Carers 

The new academic year has begun 

It has been wonderful to see the children together in the school and 

on Monday we had our first assembly with the whole school 

together in the hall, including Reception children on their first 

afternoon! 

We really hope that this year will be much more settled and less 

interrupted than the previous two years have been. 

We are following national and local guidance for schools and we are 

enjoying the return of many of our old routines and procedures. 

Like all schools we have a COVID-

19 Risk Assessment and an 

Outbreak Management Plan (30 

pages). You can read a copy of 

this on our website:  

We really do hope that we will not 

need to use the Outbreak 

Management Plan. 

Drop off and Collection Arrangements 

With all children arriving at school at the same time, the bottom 

playground is getting quite busy and congested. 
 

Now that parents of children in Oak and Maple classes have had a 

chance to meet their child’s teachers (and TAs) we are asking 

parents to drop their child off at the Shaw’s Way entrance gate and 

the children will then line up with their classmates on the 

playground. Oak and Maple Class teachers will be by the gate so 

you can pass on any important messages. 
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Collection Adjustment 

To reduce congestion at the end of the day, parents of children in 

Mr Kenny’s Ash Class will now collect their children from the gate 

to Ash’s Outdoor Learning Area. Mr Kenny will be visible at the top 

of the path straight up from Shaw’s Way and he will call each child 

as he greets parents. 

 

This will create more space for Oak Class children and parents and 

reduce congestion. 

Reading Reading Reading! 

We are really excited to start the new year as a school that uses 

Read Write Inc to teach children Phonics, Reading and Writing. 

Read Write Inc. (RWI) is used by 25%* of 

all primary schools in England and is 

proven to be very effective in helping all 

children to learn to read. 
* Mr Samios remembers reading this fact somewhere and recalls the proportion as 

25%, but it might be 24% or something similar. 

Our teachers and teaching assistants spent two INSET days last 

week immersed in interactive training for RWI and we are now 

enjoying learning to teach with the children. 

Parents will continue to have a really important role to play too in 

supporting children to read at home. However, for the next 4 weeks, 

children will not be taking home a reading book to practice. Instead, 

children, initially in Year 1 and Year 2 only, will bring home a library 

book for parents to read to their child.  

We want parents to show off their own reading skills and to share 

the enjoyment of reading a book to their child. 

When children begin to bring books home to pratise reading – in 

around 4 weeks time - we still want parents to read a book to their 



child. Please take 2 minutes to watch the following video so you can 

appreciate why reading to your child is so important: 

https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/0taCB4Jf/b85VZjLk  

 

How to read a story to your child 

If you can find the time beforehand, read the read-aloud book to 

yourself first, so you can think about how you’re going to read it to 

your child. 

On the first reading:  

 Make reading aloud feel like a treat. 

Make it a special quiet time and cuddle 

up so you can both see the book. 

 Show curiosity about what you’re 

going to read: ‘This book looks 

interesting. It’s about an angry child. I 

wonder how angry he gets…’ 

 Read through the whole story the first time without stopping 

too much. Let the story weave its own magic. 

 Read with enjoyment. If you’re not enjoying it, your child 

won’t. Read favourite stories over and over again. 
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On later readings: 

 Let your child pause, think about 

and comment on the pictures. 

 If you think your child did not 

understand something, try to 

explain: ‘Oh! I think what’s 

happening here is that…’ 

 Chat about the story and pictures: ‘I wonder why she did that?’; 

‘Oh no, I hope she’s not going to…’; ‘I wouldn’t have done that, 

would you?’ 

 Link the stories to your own family experiences: ‘This reminds 

me of when …’ 

 Link stories to others that your child knows: ‘Ah! Do you 

remember the dragon in ….? Do you remember what 

happened to him?’ 

 Encourage your child to join in with the bits they know. 

 Avoid asking questions to test what your child remembers. 

 Avoid telling children that reading stories is good for them 

After School Clubs 

We will be running after-school clubs from the second week of 

term. These will be available for Year 1 and Year 2 children initially. 

There will be a club every day except Wednesday. 

Clubs will start next week (w.b. 13th September) for children in Year 

1 and Year 2. There will be a club each day and you can book a 

place by phoning the school office.  

Clubs will cost £3 per week and will run for 5 weeks. 

 

Monday – Football Club – 3:05pm to 4:05pm 

Tuesday – Film Club – 3:05pm to 4:45pm 

Thursday – Science Club – 3:05pm to 4:05pm 

Friday – Gymnastics Club – 3:05pm to 4:05pm 

 



Toddlers Club  

Every Tuesday and Thursday morning 

the lovely Miranda runs a very 

friendly and supportive Toddlers Club, 

from 9am to 10am. This is open to all 

parents with a young preschool child. 

New parents and toddlers are always 

welcome. Please come along and 

introduce yourselves. 

Watch out for Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) 

There is a nasty virus, other than COVID-19, about which is affecting 

young children in particular. Please read this latest guidance: 



Clarification on COVID-19 isolation rules 

 

School Meals Menu 

The menu for school meals is on the school website: 

https://twertoninfant.school/school-meals/  

This week is Week 2 and next week is Week 3 (w.b. 13.9.21) 

 

You can see the dates for the full academic year on the school 

website: https://twertoninfant.school/dates/ 
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